SAMPLE LETTER:
I am writing to request your advocacy and leadership in support of declaring health and cultural supports—originally outlined under the Indian Residential Schools Settlement Agreement (IRSSA)—as essential services for First Nations communities. It is crucial that these supports be recognized as essential services with sustainable and permanent commitments.
The IRSSA recognized the profound and lasting impacts of the residential school system on First Nations. Among its important provisions were measures to provide health and cultural supports which have been vital in fostering resilience, cultural continuity, and holistic well-being among survivors, their families, and broader First Nations communities. At present, I understand that there are no commitments to continue government funding of these cultural programs and services after March 31, 2026. Once these supports disappear, services for Missing Murdered Indigenous Women and Girls, Day Schools and Day scholars will also no longer be available.
However, there is a continuing need for robust and sustainable Health and cultural supports to address the intergenerational trauma that continues to affect our communities. By advocating for these health and cultural supports to be declared essential services—ensuring their sustainability and permanence—you can play a pivotal role in serving the need to address trauma in First Nations people and communities,
The journey toward healing and reconciliation is not complete. In fact, we are in the midst of a toxic drug crisis, the rise of denialism regarding residential schools and court decisions on land matters, the potential for rural and remote communities to be affected by resource extraction, and unprecedented effects of climate change. This is not the time to lose these culturally based services.
Your voice and leadership is highly respected across the province and at the National level. I urge you to champion this cause with government partners, health authorities, and other stakeholders.
I look forward to seeing  you supportive work towards a future where all First Nations individuals and families have access to the health and cultural supports they rightfully deserve—supports that are recognized as essential, sustainable, and permanent.

